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A total of 52 medals were doled out across more 
than two dozen subcategories; everything from 
non-age-statement blends to Islay malts over 
31 years in age. But only one ‘Taste Master’ 

distinction was awarded in this year’s competition. 
And it went to a 25-year-old bottle of Tomintoul 
single malt from the Speyside region of Scotland.

“Just how many variations on a honeyed theme can you 

get? Here I count at least five, each wave coming in after 

the other; medium length but sheer quality all the way. 

Bird’s custard mixing dreamily with drier, playfully 

spiced, oaky vanillas… not a single weakness.  

Just magnificent whisky  
bottled the way it is meant to be.”

–Jim Murray 
The Whisky Bible


